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Northern Lights

When the coronavirus first 
sent many of us home to 
work and learn remotely, 

our region was just entering the 
warmer days of spring. Now, 
many months later, COVID still 
has us living the stay-at-home 
life as we transition back into the 
coldest winter months. 

Prepare now for the 
uncertainty ahead by investing 
in the reliable, affordable and 
convenient comfort of off-peak 
electric heating and cooling.

Your cooperative’s off-peak 
program allows you to save 
more as you spend more time 
at home. When electric demand 
is high, off-peak technologies – 
such as air-source heat pumps, 
electric plenum heaters and 
thermal storage room units 
– automatically switch from 
electricity to a supplemental 
heating source like fuel oil.

There is no interruption to 

your cozy comfort. In exchange 
for helping your cooperative 
distribute its energy more 
efficiently in times of high need, 
you enjoy a super-low off-peak 
electricity rate – around half of 
the regular rate. The savings add 
up fast! 

The year 2020 was a time to 
rethink how we collaborate with 

co-workers, educate our children 
and socialize with friends. We 
know more will be done using 
technology in our homes, so 
now’s the time to shift how you 
use your electricity as well.

Contact the energy experts at 
Cavalier Rural Electric today to 
learn how you can start saving 
more with off-peak electricity.

Power through 
the pandemic
Enhance your at-home  
experience with off-peak heating

Air-source  
heat pump

Plenum
heater

Thermal storage  
room unit

Heating Heroes Unmasked
Medical masks

•    Sized to meet the needs of 
any home

•    Efficiently moves heat instead 
of generating it

•  Also cools home in the summer
•    Easy installation and minimal 

maintenance

•   Easiest, most cost-effective route 
to off-peak

•   Converts existing oil or gas 
system to dual-fuel

•   Safer and cleaner than 100% 
fossil-fuel heat

•  Extends the life of your furnace

•   Best choice for homes without 
ductwork

•   Efficiently stores off-peak heat in 
bricks

•   Evenly delivers heat to any size room
•   Does not need a backup fuel source
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2020 – What a year!
Charles Riesen, Manager

Board appoints 
Pankratz as new 
CREC director

The board of 
directors 
recently ap-

pointed Chris 
Pankratz of 
Munich to fill 
the Mid-West 
District, which 
had previously 
been held by 
Owen Goeser.

Chris was born and raised 
in the Munich area and is cur-
rently involved in the family 
farming operation with his dad 
and brother. Chris is no strang-
er to the workings of board 
meetings. He also serves on the 
Munich School Board, the Farm 
Service Agency board and the 
Huron Township board. 

He and his wife, Marney, 
have five children. Chris enjoys 
hunting and fishing when he 
finds the time for some recre-
ation and relaxation.

Chris Pankratz
Director

Mid-West District

CREC lineworkers hang Christmas lights in the trees for the local radio station.

We are nearing the end of 2020 
at your electric cooperative. 
Like you, we have had to 

struggle with occasional bouts of in-
dividual quarantines, but fortunately, 
there are no lasting problems at this 
point. We were able to complete all 
planned construction projects and the 
weather cooperated (thus far) for ser-
vice reliability. The electricians were 
able to stay on top of all needed jobs, 
but the pandemic did cause supply 
problems for some material. 

Ben has been busy with Glenn’s 
Appliance, but the pandemic has 
caused more pronounced supply 
disruptions with the appliances. Our 
member-owners and customers have 
been very understanding and have 
been willing to wait with the longer 
delivery schedules.

This fall your cooperative was 
rocked with the passing of longtime 
director Owen Goeser. I didn’t know 
until I attended the funeral how much 
faith was a part of Owen’s life. We 
started every board meeting with a 
prayer, but it didn’t dominate. Owen 
was a great cooperative servant, and 
we thank Betty and his family for 
sharing Owen with us. At the Novem-
ber 2020 board meeting, the directors 
appointed Chris Pankratz to serve out 
Owen’s term.

Our annual meeting had to be 
postponed this year. We were going 
to hold it at the office in the pickup 
garage but, at the time, the area was 
experiencing an influx in positive 
COVID-19 cases. The governor gave 
guidance that we could postpone the 
annual meeting, so in November 2021 
we plan to hold the 2019-20 annual 
meetings.  

Your cooperative is not realiz-
ing the modern-time record energy 
sales of 2019, but we did have a good 
harvest year. Early in the year, we had 
energy sales from grain drying that 
was not completed in 2019. The mild 
fall dampened energy sales, but bar-
ring any weather-related catastrophic 
events, your cooperative should post 
a good year. Minnkota will finally 
implement most provisions of the rate 
study it conducted in 2018. We had 
hoped we would receive relief from 
the outdated/outmoded substation 
charges. While this doesn’t appear to 
be the case, in April of 2021 we will 
see a reduction in the energy charge.  
We are busy evaluating if this can 
translate to direct relief for CREC 
member-owners.

I hope 2021 brings a good year 
for all you, our member-owners and 
the cooperative!

Chuck

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Use wool or rubber 
dryer balls in the 
clothes dryer to reduce 
drying time and static.  

Wool dryer balls can also 
absorb extra moisture. 
These are an efficient 
alternative to dryer sheets, 
which can create buildup 
on the dryer’s filter and 
reduce air circulation. If you 
prefer dryer sheets, 
scrub the filter 
once a month to 
remove buildup. 

Source: www.energy.gov
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Along the line
Marty Tetrault, Operations Manager

Jeremy Schuler, American Legion RidersKathy Muhs, Cavalier County Cancer Crusaders

Cavalier Rural Electric Cooperative is a member of the 
Rural Development Finance Corporation (RDFC). As 
a result, communities in our service area are eligible 

to apply for a grant of up to $2,000 for community-based 
projects.

For 2020, RDFC awarded two grants in Cavalier’s 
service area. A grant of $1,000 was awarded to the Cavalier 
County Cancer Crusaders, a nonprofit group that raises 
money to help relieve some of the financial burden that 
comes with seeking and undergoing cancer treatment. 
Nearly all of the donations received are given back to in-

dividuals in Cavalier County. The main fundraising events 
for the Cancer Crusaders are a spring and fall rummage 
sale but, due to COVID, the group did not hold either sale 
this year, so this donation was much appreciated by them.

Also receiving a $1,000 grant was the American Legion 
Riders. Their grant funds will be used to purchase Christ-
mas gifts for the children of Cavalier County who do not 
receive gifts.

For an application, assistance or questions concerning 
RDFC, please contact Lori Capouch at 701-667-6444 or 
lcapouch@ndarec.com.

RDFC awards grants in Cavalier’s service area

I  hope this newsletter finds our 
member-owners in good health for 
the holiday season. Where to start 

with 2020 – uff! Here’s a little recap of 
our cooperative year.

We started out January through 
March with normal winter activities 
– line patrol and tree trimming. Then 
we started dealing with the COV-
ID-19 situation. We had some ups and 
downs and challenges along the way, 
but we have worked through them.

The cooperative tested 1,000 poles 
as we do every year with 60 of them 
being rejected. The crews have been 
working to change them out this fall. 
To date, we have added 19 new ser-

vices, which is an impressive number 
for our small cooperative. We also 
plowed in approximately 80,000 feet 
of new underground cable as speci-
fied in our work plan projects. We also 
replaced overhead lines with 25,000 
feet of underground cable for indi-
vidual member-owners. We had a safe 
construction season as our employees 
worked many hours with no lost time 
(other than COVID-19), which we are 
very happy to report.

The electrician side of o ur co-
operative was busy this summer and 
fall with grain bin services and many 
upgrades to member-owner yards. 
The Glenn’s Appliance side of the 

cooperative has also been going well.  
Some of the appliances are very slow 
to come in, but our customers have 
been patient and understanding with 
us. Any kind of freezer seems to have 
been the hottest item in appliances 
this year. Ben has all sizes of chest and 
upright freezers ordered and a few of 
them trickle in every couple weeks. 

Here at the cooperative, we are 
ready to say goodbye to 2020, as I’m 
sure many of you are as well! Once 
again, I would like to say thank you 
for our member-owners and hope 
everyone has a safe holiday season.

Until next time, 
Marty
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ELECTRIC HEATING AND COOLING REBATES

  Electric plenum heaters 
Easily converts your existing fossil fuel furnace into a dual-fuel heating 
system. You are able to use the most efficient, cost-effective heating 
source – fossil fuel or electricity – at any time.

   Rebate of $25 per kilowatt (kW)

  Electric thermal storage heaters 
Draws electricity during off-peak hours when it is cheaper. Heat is stored 
in specially designed bricks to provide comfort 24 hours a day.

   Rebate of $45 per kW

  Air-source heat pumps  
(including mini-split ductless option) 
Works just like a central air conditioner in the summer. In the fall and 
winter, they provide super-efficient supplemental heat.

  Rebate of $150 per ton

  Geothermal heat pumps  
Provides the highest efficiency for space heating and cooling available 
today. The system transfers heat to and from the earth using only small 
amounts of electricity.

   Rebate of $250 per ton

  Electric underfloor boiler  
A popular off-peak option because the system transfers consistently 
across the floor to reach people and objects, providing both comfort and 
efficiency. Applications include electric boiler with hydronic tubing.

   Rebate of $45 per kW

  Other electric heating systems 
Options include electric baseboards, cove heaters, electric floor cable, 
mats and more.

   Rebate of $25 per kW

Call CREC at 701-256-5511 for details  
on program restrictions and additional rebates.

Minnkota offers its member cooperatives and participating municipals 
incentives for the installation of electric heating equipment.
■  $25 per kilowatt for system on off-peak program
■  $150 per ton for air-source heat pumps
■  $250 per ton for geothermal heat pumps

Cavalier REC is now a Nest dealer.
Stop in or call today!

701-256-5511

• Nest Learning Thermostat
•  Nest Protect smoke and  

CO alarm

• Nest Cam Indoor
• Nest Cam Outdoor

All Nest products automatically work together to 
make your home work better. And they can all be 
controlled from your phone, from anywhere.

HOME STANDBY  
GENERATOR

Keep your family safe with an automatic

Cavalier REC is now a Generac dealer. Stop in or call today!

701-256-5511

Power outages are unpredictable, but the dangers 
associated with power outages aren't. With a permanently 
installed Generac home backup generator, your home 
will be protected automatically. It delivers power directly 
to your home’s electrical system, backing up your entire 
home or just the most essential items.

from

COMFORT. SECURITY. CONVENIENCE.

CREC’s  off-peak rate  is 5.8¢  per kWh

A brighter  
way to save  
on energy!

Must be installed on CREC's off-peak program.  
Maximum rebate of $1,200.


