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Home uses electric 
heat at lower off-peak 
rate under normal 
conditions.

Electricity demand exceeds 
current power supply and 
economical energy purchases 
are not available.

Load control is used to 
avoid uneconomical energy 
purchases and maintain 
system reliability.

Home is automatically 
switched from electric to 
backup heating source. No 
change in comfort should 
be noticed between the 
two systems.
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The o� -peak heating advantage

O� -peak electric heat 
saves you money

O� -peak electric heating makes good 
sense because Cavalier Rural Electric 
Cooperative o� ers a low o� -peak rate. 
� is o� -peak rate is about half the regular 
rate for electric service.

With the o� -peak rate, electricity is 
very competitive with other heating fuels 
such as propane or fuel oil. And the low 
o� -peak rate really looks good during 
those times when fossil fuel prices rise 
dramatically.

Many options available
A home with an existing fossil fuel 

heating system can be converted to o� -
peak electric heating very easily. Qualified 
personnel from Cavalier Rural Electric 
will be happy to advise you on the best 
electric alternative to meet your speci� c 
needs.

Savings from an o� -peak electric 
heating system can o� en pay for the cost 

of the system within � ve years.
Installation of your o� -peak electric 

heating system is done by a quali� ed 
heating contractor of your choice. 
Cavalier Rural Electric will install an o� -
peak electric meter and provide a ripple 
control device that will automatically 
switch your heating system from the 
electric mode to the backup system.

Automatic convenience
Your o� -peak system is activated by 

a special code, which is sent via a high-
frequency electrical impulse called a 
ripple signal. � e signal is sent from the 
Minnkota Control Center in Grand Forks, 
N.D., to your home or business over 
existing electric lines. 

A ripple control device automatically 
turns o�  your electric heating system and 
activates your backup heating system at 
the start of the peak control period. � e 
process is reversed when the peak time is 
over.

A reliable backup heating system is 
essential, as control times for the winter 
heating season can be expected.

Ultimate energy 
conservation tool

O� -peak heating systems are 
controlled during periods of peak 
electrical usage in the region — usually 
the coldest days of winter. Load 
management may also be in� uenced by 
the availability and price of electric energy 
in the wholesale marketplace.

� e ability to interrupt the � ow 
of electricity to the electric portion of 
the o� -peak systems allows Minnkota 
to operate its generating plants more 
e�  ciently and avoid costly power pool 
purchases. � ese savings are passed on 
to customers through the low o� -peak 
electric rate.

You can enjoy the convenience of electric heat and save money, too, by installing off-peak electric heating in your 
new or existing home. An off-peak electric heating system consists of electric heat as its main heating source with a 
supplemental heating system that will typically operate 200-400 hours per year during times of peak electrical usage.
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Cavalier Rural Electric will 
award four scholarships of $500 
each to graduating seniors in our 
service area.

In order to qualify:
•  Parent or guardian must 

be a current member of 
Cavalier Rural Electric.

•  Applicant must be a 2021 
graduate.

•  Applicant must be 
continuing their 
postsecondary education in 
the 2021-2022 school term.

Contact your high school guidance 
counselor for an application.

Carl Wild memorial 
scholarships

Charles Riesen, Manager

Does anyone with load manage-
ment remember the winters with 
200-400 hours of control time? 

We didn’t care for that, but we got 
used to it. About 15 years ago wind 
generation came on the scene and that 
extra energy, along with low market 
prices, reduced control time to almost 
nothing. At CREC, we’ve become 
complacent. Of course, if there’s � nger 
pointing to be done, as manager, that 
has to fall at my door. 

“OK, Chuck, that’s fine, you have 
accepted responsibility. What are you 
going to do about it?” � rough the 
newsletter we are going to redouble 

our communication e� orts. Our 
member service sta�  (1) and electri-
cians are out inspecting the “ripple” 
receivers and installations. In order to 
be eligible for the “dual heating” rate, 
which is presently at a competitive 5.8 
cents/kWh, you have agreed to certain 
guidelines and quali� cations.

Although I wasn’t here at the 
time, I am certain these were ex-
plained. We are starting over. � e 
billing demand has already been 
established for the coming year. 
CREC has inspected about 25% of the 
receivers thus far with more to come. 
If you have deficiencies or ineligible 

load connected to 
your receiver, you 
have until September 
2021 to make corrections.

Minnkota’s/CREC’s load man-
agement program has been a success 
by any measure. You can look to the 
polar vortex several years ago and 
mid-February’s maximum generation 
event in the MISO market. Yes, dual 
heat was controlled 84 hours within 
seven days in February but NO rolling 
blackouts were necessary. Let us all 
work together to continue this suc-
cessful program.

Load management:
Thought about it lately? We haven’t either!

Along the Line
Marty Tetrault, Operations Manager

From Your Manager

have until September 

Welcome to our first newsletter of 
2021. Overall, we have enjoyed 
a fairly mild winter with the 

exception of mid-February, when 
Mother Nature reminded us of where 
we live with a stretch of below-zero 
temperatures and dangerously frigid 
windchills. At least we are more used 
to that weather and better prepared 
for it than other parts of the country 
that were also affected by it.

Here at the cooperative, the 
linemen have been busy with line 
patrol and various maintenance 
items on the lines. Each year we are 
required to test a percentage of the 
poles on the system.

 With the lack of snow cover this 
winter, our contracting crew was 
able to do the annual necessary pole 
changeouts in January and February. 

The electricians have been 
checking our load management 
equipment installed at our members’ 
locations. This is a project that has 
been neglected far too long. Many 
of the receivers are outdated and 
not functioning properly. We plan 
to do a better job in the future of 
maintaining this equipment.

We are currently working on 
plans for this year’s upcoming 
projects. Several farmers have already 
contacted me with their proposed 
projects. Just a reminder to anyone 
planning to increase their load 
capacity to please contact me to 
assure there will be adequate power.

Until next time, stay safe and 
healthy.

Marty
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Electricity makes your life easier, AND it’s a steal! Did 
you know you can use your dishwasher for about 23 
hours for just $1 of power? That’s kitchen cleanup for 
dozens of family meals – and freedom from fi ghts over 
whose turn it is to wash the dishes.

Ben Nelson (le� ), appliance technician, 
received recognition for 10 years of service 
with CREC and Tim Devine for serving 
15 years on the CREC board of directors.

Service awardsWhat is off-peak?

An off-peak system consists of an electric heating 
source as its primary component. When Cavalier 
Rural Electric has high demand, the electric heat 

will automatically turn off and a supplemental heating 
source will need to operate in its place.

Off-peak heating loads are generally controlled 
during the coldest months of the year when the de-
mand for electricity is high. 

By enrolling in the program, the savings we get on demand charges 
are passed on to the participating Cavalier Rural Electric members 
through the low off-peak electric rate, which is 5.8 cents – approximately 
half of the regular retail rate. This rate is extremely competitive with pe-
troleum fuels used for heating. 

Minnkota tracks demand peaks and when control is needed, it sends 
a message via power lines that will reach you by your individually pro-
grammed ripple receiver at your home, farm or business and will auto-
matically switch to the supplemental heat source.

There are many options for your off-peak heating installation, but 
the main requirement is a reliable backup system to ensure you have heat 
on the coldest days. If you are interested in off-peak, please contact me 
at Cavalier Rural Electric. We have electricians on hand that can get your 
system wired and working properly. 

We want to continue to be able to offer this program for years to 
come. The way we will be doing that is yearly checks on our off-peak 
equipment to ensure it is working properly. We will be able to monitor 
them from the office, which may also require an in-home inspection of 
the equipment.

Je�  Tweten, NDAREC safety instructor, presents Andrew Nyhagen with 
his Journeyman Lineworker certi� cate from the North Dakota Depart-
ment of Labor.

Je�  Tweten presents Charles Riesen, CREC manager, with the Safety 
Performance Award and the Circle of Honor Award.

NDAREC holds virtual AT&S conference
� e following awards would have been presented to the lineworkers at the 57th Annual 

NDAREC Apprenticeship Training & Safety (AT&S) Conference usually held every January. � is 
year, the conference was held virtually.

Danny Schmidt
Member Services Manager
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ELECTRIC HEATING AND COOLING REBATES

  Electric plenum heaters
Easily converts your existing fossil fuel furnace into a dual-fuel heating 
system. You are able to use the most e�  cient, cost-e� ective heating 
source – fossil fuel or electricity – at any time.

   Rebate of $25 per kilowatt (kW)

  Electric thermal storage heaters
Draws electricity during o� -peak hours when it is cheaper. Heat is 
stored in specially designed bricks to provide comfort 24 hours a day.

  Rebate of $45 per kW

  Air-source heat pumps 
(including mini-split ductless option)
Works just like a central air conditioner in the summer. In the fall and 
winter, it provides super-e�  cient supplemental heat.

  Rebate of $150 per ton

  Geothermal heat pumps 
Provides the highest e�  ciency for space heating and cooling available 
today. � e system transfers heat to and from the earth using only small 
amounts of electricity.

   Rebate of $250 per ton

  Electric underfloor boiler 
A popular o� -peak option because the system transfers heat consistently 
across the � oor to reach people and objects, providing both comfort and 
e�  ciency. Applications include electric boiler with hydronic tubing.

   Rebate of $45 per kW

  Other electric heating systems
Options include electric baseboards, cove heaters, etc.

  Rebate of $25 per kW

Call CREC at 701-256-5511 for details 
on program restrictions and additional rebates.

Whether you’ve been 

married three weeks 

or 30 years, build your 

new love nest with the 

fl exibility, e�  ciency and 

ease of an air-source 

heat pump system.

You’re newlyweds building 
a new house – choose an 
air-source heat pump.

The
PERFECT 

POWER PICK 
for your home

Contact the energy experts at 
Cavalier Rural Electric to fi nd the 
perfect power pick for your space.

Phone 701-256-5511

Up to
$500-$700

in rebates!

AIR-SOURCE HEAT PUMP
•  Sized to meet the heating and 

cooling needs of any home

•  Moves heat instead of generating 
it like a less e�  cient fuel furnace

•  Keeps air fresh and dehumidifi ed

•  Easily installed with minimal 
maintenance

•  Qualifi es for super-low o� -peak 
electricity rate

Minnkota o� ers its member cooperatives and participating municipals 
incentives for the installation of electric heating equipment.
■  $25 per kilowatt for system on o� -peak program
■  $150 per ton for air-source heat pumps
■  $250 per ton for geothermal heat pumps

Easily converts your existing fossil fuel furnace into a dual-fuel heating 

Minnkota o� ers its member cooperatives and participating municipals 
incentives for the installation of electric heating equipment.

  $25 per kilowatt for system on o� -peak program
CREC’s o� -peak rate is 5.8¢ per kWh

Must be installed on CREC's o� -peak program. 
Maximum rebate of $1,200.


