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Northern Lights
Cavalier Rural Electric’s
73rd Annual  

Meeting 
will be held 

Thursday, 
Nov. 5, 2020

N
ow is the time for farmers to reap the rewards of a long growing season. 
When it comes to fall harvest, there is a lot to get done in a seemingly 
short amount of time, as shorter days and cooler weather can create a 

sense of urgency. These factors, along with today’s technology and large farm 
equipment, can lead to serious accidents.

Overhead electric lines near end rows and along roadways can also be a 
danger to operators of large, taller farm equipment. CREC urges farmers to 
keep equipment – and extensions – at least 10 feet away from power lines in all 
directions and recommends the following tips to keep farmers safe: 
•   Know where overhead power lines are before you head out to the field and 

have a plan to stay far from them. 
•   Use a spotter when raising any equipment such as augers, grain trucks and 

even ladders. It can be difficult to tell how close you are to overhead power 
lines.

•   Know what to do and have a plan if you come into contact with an overhead 
power line. Do not leave the vehicle until utility workers have cut off 
electricity and confirmed that it is safe to exit the vehicle. Know what to do in 
the rare event the equipment catches fire!

•   Always lower portable augers or elevators to their lowest possible level – 
under 14 feet – before moving or transporting them. Wind, uneven ground, 
shifting weight or other conditions can make it difficult to control raised 
equipment. 

•   Never try to move a power line to clear a path. Power lines start  
to sag over time, bringing them closer to farmers and others  
who need to avoid them. Contact Cavalier Rural Electric 
 to repair sagging power lines. 

For more information on electrical farm safety,  
visit SafeElectricity.org. 

Make time for safety  
this harvest season

This year’s annual meeting will 
look different due to the restric-
tions we’ve all been experiencing.   
Currently, the plan is to have the 
meeting in the shop of Cavalier Rural 
Electric’s headquarters. The basic 
business meeting will be held with 
the appropriate social distancing 
guidelines. There will be no meal or 
door prizes.

There are two directors whose 
terms expire this year. It was de-
cided they would be reelected from 
the floor of the meeting instead of 
obtaining members’ signatures on a 
nominating petition.

Tim Devine represents the 
North East District, which includes 
the townships of West Hope, Hope, 
Harvey, Loam, Elgin, Manilla and 
Easby. Anthony Ottem represents 
the East District. Those townships 
are Fremont, North Olga, Hay South 
Olga, Alma, East Alma and Mon-
trose.

Any candidates seeking election 
to the board from those areas may 
be nominated from the floor of the 
annual meeting.  

Please plan to join us for the 
meeting. We look forward to report-
ing the cooperative business and vis-
iting with you, our member-owners.   
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Another harvest in the service area
Charles Riesen, Manager

As usual, this time of year we find 
ourselves deep in the busy times 
harvest brings. A random survey 

indicates various stages of completion. 
By any measure, it certainly is bet-
ter harvest conditions than last year.  
CREC will likely experience reduced 
energy sales, but our member-owners 
will hopefully save money, wear and 
tear on equipment and nerves as a 
result of better weather.

Your cooperative wasn’t organized 
and incorporated to provide an ever-
increasing stream of revenue from 
constantly increased revenue sales. 
Basic business economics will dictate 
that it is much easier to manage the 

business if sales are increasing. The es-
sence of the reason for Cavalier REC’s 
existence is to keep the electricity on 
and provide the amount of kilowatt-
hours (energy) you need.  Selfishly, I 
wish it was more, but not if it places a 
burden on our member-owners. 

Because of our location in the 
United States, it is not uncommon 
for CREC’s energy sales to vary by as 
much as 10%, predominately due to 
weather. When your board of direc-
tors approves an operating budget, it 
rarely predicts more than a 4% margin 
(profit). This accomplishes keeping 
electric rates as low as possible, but 
leaves little room for a major storm or 

poorly forecasted energy sales for the 
year.

We at Cavalier Rural Electric Co-
operative wish you a safe and bounti-
ful harvest. We’ve experienced a good 
year of service reliability and your 
employees have learned new skills that 
will improve the operation. Certainly, 
COVID-19 has caused us all to be 
cautious when gathering, but as of 
now, your annual meeting is scheduled 
for Nov. 5 (watch for updates).

While I’m proud of our steward-
ship of your cooperative, my opinion 
doesn’t matter – we want to know 
what you think.

After scooping up a degree and landing that dream job, your 
next major milestone is your first home. Whether it’s an existing 
house or new construction, make sure you have the flexibility, 
efficiency and ease of an air-source heat pump system.

You’re a recent grad buying your first 
house – choose an air-source heat pump.

Contact the energy experts at Cavalier Rural Electric 
to find the perfect power pick for your space.

Up to

$500-$700 
in rebates!

The
PERFECT POWER PICK  

for your first home

AIR-SOURCE HEAT PUMP
•  Sized to meet the heating 

and cooling needs of any 
home

•  Moves heat instead of 
generating it like a less 
efficient fuel furnace

•  Keeps air fresh and 
dehumidified

•  Easily installed with 
minimal maintenance

•  Qualifies for super-low 
off-peak electricity rate

 

Phone 701-256-5511

Our lines 
are shaped 
by you, the 
members 
we serve.

October  
is National  
Co-op Month.

#PowerOn
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Along the line
Marty Tetrault, Operations Manager

Well, hello fellow member-
owners! I hope as you read this 
you and your family are staying 

healthy in this crazy time our nation 
and world are going through.

Since our last newsletter, our 
employees have been busy doing work 
order projects, which include over-
head to underground conversions.  

Tyler Feist and 
Andrew Nyhagen 
row out to a pole in a 
slough north of Loma 
to change a broken 
insulator. 

Our electricians have been doing lots 
of bin sites and dryers. We have also 
done many service upgrades through-
out the system. Last year’s wet harvest 
put lots of the equipment to the test.

I think we can all agree that 2020 
has been quite a year. We have all 
experienced lots of changes in our 
day-to-day lives. At least our kids 
have been able to go back to school, 
but we’ve all been presented with lots 
of challenges and changes to things 
we are used to. Personally, I am glad 
to live where I live and want to say 
“thank you” to all our member-own-
ers that we have the privilege to work 
for. I may be biased, but we get to 
serve great people who have common 
sense and are willing to work along 
with us.

I would also like to take some 
time to thank my fellow co-workers 
who work beside me daily. The office 
staff – Charles, Laurie, Nicole and 
Danny – keep Cavalier Rural Electric 
rolling down the track on everything 
that comes their way. Shannon, Tyler, 
Derek and Andrew keep the lights on 
and fixed and when we have trouble.  

They are a small crew, but they shine 
when things go wrong. They take a lot 
of pride in what they do.  

We were able to have Hayden 
Hoffarth work with the linemen for 
a few weeks this summer. He spent 
three weeks at Bismarck State College 
(BSC) learning to climb and other 
skills of the trade. He has now started 
the lineman program at BSC full-time 
but is still able to give us a hand once 
in a while.

Brian and Kent are doing a great 
job on the service side of things.  
They have been great at adapting to 
changes along the way and have done 
an excellent job getting the grain bins 
wired up. And, who could forget Ben, 
our Glenn’s Appliance guy! He is do-
ing a great job selling and servicing 
appliances.  

I look at many things in this 
world now and am grateful that I get 
to work at our local cooperative and 
that our members get to have a say.  
I’m hoping for better times for all of 
us by the time I write to you again.

     
 Until next time,

   Marty
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ELECTRIC HEATING  
AND COOLING REBATES

Call CREC at 701-256-5511 for details on  
program restrictions and additional rebates.

 Electric plenum heaters 
Easily converts your existing fossil fuel furnace into a dual-fuel 
heating system. You are able to use the most efficient, cost-
effective heating source – fossil fuel or electricity – at any time.
Rebate of $25 per kilowatt (kW)

Electric thermal storage heaters 
Draws electricity during off-peak hours when it is cheaper. 
Heat is stored in specially designed bricks to provide comfort 
24 hours a day.
Rebate of $45 per kW

Air-source heat pumps (including 
mini-split ductless option) 
Works just like a central air conditioner in the summer. In the 
fall and winter, it provides super-efficient supplemental heat.
Rebate of $150 per ton

 Geothermal heat pumps  
Provides the highest efficiency for space heating and cooling 
available today. The system transfers heat to and from the earth 
using only small amounts of electricity.
Rebate of $250 per ton

Electric underfloor boiler  
A popular off-peak option because the system transfers 
consistently across the floor to reach people and objects, 
providing both comfort and efficiency. Applications include 
electric boiler with hydronic tubing.
Rebate of $45 per kW

 Other electric heating systems 
Options include electric baseboards, cove heaters, electric floor 
cable, mats and more.
Rebate of $25 per kW

Cavalier Rural Electric 
Cooperative offers incentives 
to its members for the 
installation of electric 
heating equipment.

■  $25 per kilowatt for system on off-peak program
■  $150 per ton for air-source heat pumps
■  $250 per ton for geothermal heat pumps

Must be installed  on CREC’s  off-peak program.Maximum rebate  of $1,200.

Power outages are unpredictable, but the 
dangers associated with power outages aren't. 
With a permanently installed Generac home 
backup generator, your home will be protected 
automatically. It delivers power directly to your 
home’s electrical system, backing up your entire 
home or just the most essential items.

from

HOME STANDBY GENERATOR
Keep your family safe with an automatic

Cavalier REC is now a Generac dealer. Stop in or call today! 256-5511

COMFORT. SECURITY. CONVENIENCE.

 

www.vote.coop

Rural communities 
depend on Co-op Voters. 

Learn about the issues.
Talk to your family and friends. 
Cast your vote. 

Election Day is
November 3, 2020

Be an active participant in our democracy. Be a Co-op Voter.


